
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear ScienceDays Chapter Directors and Mentors: 
 
We are pleased to announce our participation in the PRESIDENT’S VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD 
(PVSA) program as a Certifying Organization.  
 
This new award is a Presidential honor that recognizes the valuable contributions of volunteers 
nationwide who are answering the President’s call to serve others through their current volunteer 
activities or lifetime service. As a Certifying Organization, we will identify eligible recipients, 
verify their service hours, and distribute the AWARD to outstanding volunteers.   There are three 
levels of awards, depending on your number of volunteer hours.  You need 100-174 hours to 
qualify for Bronze, 175-249 hours to qualify for Silver, and more than 250 hours to qualify for 
Gold. (For details, see next page) 
 
All chapter directors and mentors are eligible for this award.  While we encourage all of you to 
apply, the application is completely optional, since the eligibility for the award requires an 
immensely heavy time commitment.  It is, in no way, required as part of your participation in 
ScienceDays.   If you have volunteered in ScienceDays this year but have not spent at least 100 
hours in the organization, you are still eligible to apply for the DISTINGUISHED MENTOR or the 
DISTINGUISHED CHAPTER DIRECTOR awards.   
 
This packet includes the application for the award, and it is due to us in the spring.  The exact 
due date, as well as where to send the award, will be announced in the winter.  And don’t worry; 
we will remind you as the deadline is approaching.  We understand that it still seems like a long 
way away, but we wanted to distribute the application now, since it may serve as a guide for 
what you would like to accomplish with the ScienceDays chapter at your school this year.  If you 
are a chapter director, it is your responsibility to forward the information to your mentors! 
 
Please note that the while receiving the PVSA is a big honor, it is—in no way—competitive.  We 
do not have a “quota” on the number of students receiving the award each year; whether or not 
you receive it completely depends on your own dedication, creativity, and accomplishments in 
the ScienceDays program. 
 
Good luck!  Don’t hesitate to contact us (or each other) with any questions or concerns! 
 
Best regards, 
 
 

                            
Lucie Guo      Xianlin Li       Mike Mian 
Executive Officer     Executive Officer      Executive Officer 
ScienceDays, Inc.     ScienceDays, Inc.      ScienceDays, Inc. 

 
                About the President’s Volunteer Service Award 

ScienceDays: Certifying Organization 



The President’s Volunteer Service Award
An initiative of the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation.
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The Award

The President’s Volunteer Service Award is issued by the
President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation on
behalf of the President of the United States to recognize
the best in the American spirit, and to encourage all
Americans to improve their communities through volunteer
service, and civic participation.

There are three levels and four categories of the 
Award varying by age and hours of service completed
within a 12-month period:

Kids (14 and under) Adults (26 and up)
Bronze 50-74 hours Bronze 100-249 hours
Silver 75-99 hours Silver 250-499 hours
Gold 100+ hours Gold 500+ hours 

Young Adults (15-25) Families and Groups*
Bronze 100-174 hours Bronze 200-499 hours
Silver 175- 249 hours Silver 500-999 hours
Gold 250+ hours Gold 1,000+ hours
*Two or more people, with each member contributing at least 25 hours
toward the total.

Recipients can earn more than one level of the Award
within 12 months. In addition, individuals who complete
4,000 hours or more of volunteer service will be 
recognized with the President’s Call to Service Award.

All Award recipients receive a personalized certificate of
achievement, a congratulatory letter from the President 
of the United States, a congratulatory letter from the
President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation,
and an official President’s Award pin.

Guidelines

To earn an Award, individuals, families, and groups must
keep a record of volunteer activities and hours served.
Activities may be kept as a diary or calendar, or tracked

online with the USA Freedom Corps Record of Service,
available at www.presidentialserviceawards.gov. 

Each volunteer must submit a record of service to a 
registered Certifying Organization, which will review and
verify the record and distribute the Award. Nonprofit,
community and faith-based organizations, businesses,
schools and colleges, membership and trade associations,
and federal, state, or local government agencies can
serve as Certifying Organizations.  

While almost all volunteer service contributes to 
eligibility for the Award, volunteers are encouraged 
to participate in service that addresses particular areas 
of need in our Nation. Priority areas include youth
achievement, parks and open spaces, healthy 
communities, public safety, and emergency response.
Activities should be unpaid and may not include 
court-ordered community service.

The President’s Council on Service 
and Civic Participation

President George W. Bush created the President’s Council
on Service and Civic Participation in 2003 to help 
recognize the valuable contributions volunteers are 
making to our Nation. Chaired by two-time Super Bowl
champion Darrell Green, with former U.S. Senators Robert
Dole and John Glenn serving as honorary co-chairs, the
Council includes leaders from government, business,
media, entertainment, education, and nonprofit, volunteer
service and community organizations.

More Information

To learn more about the Award, visit 
www.presidentialserviceawards.gov or call
1-866-545-5307. To learn more about volunteering 
and service, please visit www.usafreedomcorps.gov 
or www.nationalservice.org.

The President’s Volunteer Service Award is an initiative of the President’s Council on Service and Civic
Participation in conjunction with the Corporation for National and Community Service and the USA Freedom

Corps and is administered by the Points of Light Foundation and the Volunteer Center National Network.



 
 
 

 
Guidelines:  
As applicants for the PVSA, you must keep track of your own volunteer hours and get it signed by the 
faculty sponsor of your chapter.  You may count all hours spent working on ScienceDays activities, 
including—but not limited to—the following: 
 

- Interviewing to become a chapter director 
- Participating in the Summer Tour 
- Recruiting members 
- Fundraising! 
- Brainstorming ideas for lesson plans 
- Purchasing and obtaining lesson plans 
- Consulting and talking with other mentors and directors regarding ScienceDays 

activities 
- Teaching kids! 
- Transportation to and from ScienceDays engagements 
- Organizing and helping out at events 
- Writing essays about ScienceDays, corresponding with teachers and community 

members about ScienceDays 
 
 

Examples: 
 
Date:  September 17, 2007 # Hrs 

Location Glenwood Elementary School 
Chapel Hill, NC 

Description of  
activity 

I taught the lesson “Fingerprinting” with another mentor 
(Xianlin Li) to a class of 30 second graders during their 
after-school program.  I was also responsible for obtaining 
lesson supplies.  I also did a “test-run” for other mentors 
prior to delivering the lesson to kids.  

 
4 (total) 

 
Date:  October 2007 # Hrs 

Location Home 

Description of  
activity 

Over the course of the month, I sent out emails to school 
officials, local organizations (Name, name), companies 
(Name, name), and individuals to solicit funding for lesson 
supplies this year.  I also called to follow up on promising 
funding sources.  

 
9 (total) 

 
Date:  October 15, 2007 # Hrs 

Location School 

Description of  
activity 

I went to the ScienceDays club meeting after school.  We 
talked about future lesson plans, and we printed out posters 
to put around the school for recruiting members. 
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 Application for President’s Volunteer Service Award – Log of Hours 



 
 
 

Name:      Grade level: 
Chapter:      Faculty Sponsor: 

 
 

My Log: 
 
 
Date: # Hrs 

Location  

Description of  
activity 
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activity 
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Total number of hours: 
Approx. total number of kids you taught this year: 
 
Signatures: 
 
 
___________________________________                        ___________________________________ 
Your signature      Signature of faculty sponsor 
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1. Please describe your most meaningful experience this year working as a ScienceDays 

volunteer.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What kinds of feedback have you received from kids, teachers, mentors, or other 

individuals you worked with?  Specific examples and quotations are preferred. 

 
 Application for President’s Volunteer Service Award    –    Essays 



 
 
 
 
3. Do you feel ScienceDays has had a significant impact on your community, and how do 

you aim to increase that impact in the future? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What do you feel sets ScienceDays apart from other organizations in your school or 

community? Why did you choose to volunteer for ScienceDays in particular? 
 

 
 Application for President’s Volunteer Service Award    –    Essays 
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